Cancer and leukemia group B breast committee: decades of progress and plans for the future.
The Breast Committee of the Cancer and Leukemia Group B was formed in 1969 under the direction of James Holland. Initial studies examined combination chemotherapy for advanced disease. Although the committee has continued to conduct studies in patients with advanced disease, adjuvant therapy has been an even more important focus for the past 30 years. Over the past 20 years, studies have focused on optimization of chemotherapy through the testing of dose and schedule, the value of adding novel agents, and the role of biological agents. Current and future projects are aimed at exploiting and increasing our growing knowledge of the molecular biology of breast cancer by developing targeted therapies.